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intended only as a courtesy, were nevertheless accepted at their
face value, the more so since the sentiments of ^Montgelas, who
on sist February took over the conduct of foreign affairs, were
already well known. At the moment, however, Bavaria was still
in Austria's sphere of power, and that country was in turn allied
with Russia and England. With the object of binding the Elector
to himself, the Czar agreed to the conclusion of an agreement
whereby his daughter, the Grand Duchess Katharina, was
promised in marriage to the thirteen-year-old Prince Ludwig. The
children had never seen each other, but the marriage was not to
take place until the Prince had reached his eighteenth year.
The agreement signified brilliant political and economic prospects
for Bavaria, whilst Russia at the same time undertook to guarantee
the inviolability of Bavarian territory against all comers including
Austria, who was at the moment Russia's ally. All this had to
be paid for, however, by Bavarian participation in the war
against France, although the Elector, like his subjects, would
have preferred to remain neutral, as Russia was for them the
embodiment of everything retrograde. It was not surprising that
the llluminati', those turbulent, enlightened men, should desire
for Bavaria the same liberal measures which had been retained by
the new government in Paris.

In France, certainly, events now developed along totally new
lines. So far, the Government had succeeded in keeping that
dangerous young man, Bonaparte, out of the way in Italy and
later in Egypt, and at the same time had turned his military
genius to good account. But in 1799 the General, returning from
Egypt* quickly put an end to this state of affairs. The Directoire
had lost all prestige in Europe since the defeat of its armies in the
field. With his grenadiers Napoleon turned out the delegates,
set up a Consular Government, and drew up a new Constitution,
which was in effect a military monarchy with Napoleon at its
head as First Consul. His action was immediately acclaimed
throughout France as deliverance from dire misfortune and
dissension, and all the more so when he proceeded to win back on
the field of battle what had been lost during his absence.

In the meantime the new Elector, Maximilian IV Joseph, and
his family had moved to Munich. It was as Crown Prince that
his son Ludwig entered the city for the first time; he was taken
everywhere and could not sufficiently admire the art treasures in
tiie picture galleries and museums, which at that time were of